THE IRON PUDDLER

not assimilate it It is like a man who has
beeia without food for thirty days. His mus-
cleis have disappeared, his organs have
shrank, he can not walk; he is only skin and
bones. The disappearance of the muscles is
like the disappearance of labor's jobs in hard
times. The shrinkage of the vital organs is
like the shrinkage of capital and values.
When the starved man is faced with food he
can not set in and eat a regular dinner. He
must be fed on a teaspoonful of soup, and it
is many months before his muscles come
back, his organs regain their normal size and
he is a well-fed man again. So it is with the
industrial state. It can be starved by crop
failures, by war waste or by labor slacking
on the job. Anything that lessens the out-
put of field and factory, whether it be heav-
en's drought or man's loafing, starves the
economic state and starves all men in it. If
crop failure should last long enough, as it
does in China, millions of men would die. If
war lasts long enough, as it did in Austria,
millions of citizens must starve. If labor
should try slacking, as it did in Russia, the
economic state would starve to death and the
workers die with it.
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